OGEMAW CONSERVATION DISTRICT’S
SPRING TREE SALE / ANNUAL REPORT

240 West Wright Street,
West Branch, MI 48661
989-345-5470 (ext. 5) or 989-884-1354

Or Current Resident Of

Order Deadline March 30, 2017

ogemawcd@gmail.com ~ www.ogemawcd.org

Ogemaw Conservation District Annual Meeting / Pancake Dinner ~ March 27th
6:00 p.m. Dinner ~ 6:45 p.m. Meeting
Guest Speaker: Norm Miller, Miller Feeds ~ Agricultural History of Ogemaw Co.
Free to the public please RSVP at 989-345-5470 (ext. 5)
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New Hunting Access Program in Ogemaw
County
Financial incentives for landowners while preserving Michigan’s hunting heritage

Do you own 40 acres or more of land? Would you like extra financial assistance in paying property taxes or other
costs? Sick of deer eating your trees, crops or yard plants?
Enrolling your property in the Hunting Access Program (HAP) can help!
Property owners who enroll their property in the Hunting Access Program (HAP) will receive annual payments, up to $25 per acre of
hunting land provided, depending on habitat quality and species available to hunt. The landowner decides what seasons and species they
would like open to hunting, and can even choose to only allow youth to hunt their property. They can also make stipulations on dates or
times they don’t want hunters to be there for a small deduction in payment. The best part? Under state statute Public Act 451, the
landowner has zero liability for any injuries on their land. The hunters must sign in and out of a book left at a check station that is
monitored by the Conservation District staff. Property owners can also set up a mandatory check-in with them as well. All hunting disputes
are resolved by the Department of Natural Resources, not the landowner or the Conservation District. Lands are to be opened up to
ONLY hunting. No other recreational activities are permitted (fishing, ORV’s, camping, etc.)
HAP has been successfully provided hunting rights to the public on private lands throughout most of Southern Michigan since 1977. The
program has recently been introduced into Northern Michigan with the goal of increasing hunting opportunities for those without land to do
so while bringing positive economic impacts to the landowners and local communities. The ratio of public to private property in Northern
Michigan is high, however, there are still large amounts of privately owned high quality hunting land that aren’t being taken advantage of.
There is also a high demand for deer density control in Northeast Michigan to help mitigate the risks of Bovine Tuberculosis (TB)
transmission as well as control crop damage.
HAP is delivered through the Ogemaw Conservation District through a small grant from the Department of Natural Resources. They are
the primary contact for enrolling properties into the program due to increased familiarity with the communities they live in and are a local
point of contact for participants. The staff is responsible for maintaining the sign in areas, posting signs on enrolled lands, and promotion
of the program.

For more information or to sign up,
call the Ogemaw Conservation District at 989-345-5470 (ext. 5)

Volunteer Assistance Appreciated
The success of our Spring Tree Sale/Grow Show relies heavily on help from our local volunteers.
The work is not hard, it is dirty and I know that it sounds insane, but I truly enjoy every aspect of sorting and putting orders together. So
if you don’t mind a little dirt, you like good food and lots of laughs, we would greatly appreciate any time that you can donate.
We are a local unit of government and so any volunteer hours can be counted as community service time.
If interested please contact Donita Charron at 989-884-1354.

Coniferous
Seedlings & Transplants
RED PINE: Fast growing on sunny sandy sites. Valuable for
timber, reforestation, windbreaks and wildlife habitat. Plantations
are first thinned at 30 years. Shade intolerant.
Size
5-10”
Price

5
$4

10
$7

25
$14

50
$23

Red Pine
100 250
$39 $77

500
$116

5
$4

10
$7

25
$14

White Pine
50
100 250
$23 $39 $77

500
$116

1000
$200

JACK PINE: Very fast growing. Likes full sun and dry conditions.
Excellent as wildlife cover, windbreaks and for timber production
on the poorest sites.
Size
5-10”
Price

5
$4

10
$7

25
$14

50
$23

Jack Pine
100 250
$39 $77

9-15”
Price

1
$3

9-15” Black Hills Spruce Transplants
5
10
25
50
100
$10 $18
$40
$68
$115

1000
$200

WHITE PINE: Slow growing until well established, then can grow
one to two feet a year. Prefers moderate shade when young.
Used for timber and wildlife habitat.
Size
5-10”
Price

BLACK HILL SPRUCE: Similar to White Spruce in color and more
dense compact growth. Frequently used by Christmas tree
growers. Matures at 50-60’.

500
$116

1000
$200

Deciduous
Seedlings & Rooted Cuttings
AMERICAN HAZELNUT 2-3’
American Hazelnut (Filbert) grows as a strong multi-stemmed
shrub with desirable, edible nuts maturing in September to
October. The American Hazelnut is also planted by wildlife
enthusiasts to attract turkey and keep them and other wildlife in an
area. Plant in full sun for best growth and development, though it
can be grown in partial shade, the plant’s density and fruit
production are generally reduced. Hazelnuts are medium to fast
growers that sucker moderately, eventually producing a multistemmed, clump appearance growing to a height of 8 to 12 feet
and with a crown spread of 10 to 15 feet. Must plant two together
to get pollination.

BLUE SPRUCE: Drought resistant once established. Beautiful
ornamental and Christmas tree. Excellent for windbreaks, soil
stabilization and wildlife cover.

Size
2-3’
Tall

Size
5-10”
Price

5
$4

RED MAPLE: Brilliant red fall color, great yard tree. Tolerates
moist soils. Full sun to light shade. Protect from deer browsing.

9-15”
Price

1
$3

10
$7

5
$10

Blue Spruce Seedlings
25
50
100 250
500
$14 $23 $39 $77 $116

1000
$200

9-15” Blue Spruce Transplants
10
25
50
$18
$40
$68

100
$115

WHITE SPRUCE: Full to partial sun, sandy to moist soils,
moderate growth. Excellent for wildlife cover, windbreaks, and
visual screening. Tree has limited timber value due to excessive
branching.
Size
5-10”
Price
LARGE
2’+
Price

5
$4

1
$6

10
$7

25
$14

White Spruce
50
100 250
$23 $39 $77

500
$116

1000
$200

2’+ White Spruce Transplants
5
10
25
50
100
$23 $39
$86
$148
$246

NORWAY SPRUCE: A fast growing, moderately shade tolerant
tree that prefers moist fertile soils. Graceful drooping branches
with large cones. Used for windbreaks, wildlife habitat and as
ornamentals.
Size
510”
Price

5

10

Norway Spruce Seedlings
25
50 100 250 500

1000

$4

$7

$14

$200

2’+
Price

1
$6

5
$23

$23

$39

$77

$116

2’+ Norway Spruce Transplants
10
25
50
100
$39
$86
$148
$246

Size
2-3’
Price

2 trees
4 trees
10 trees

1
$5

5
$15

2-3’ American Hazelnut
$19
$35
$78

10
$18

2-3’ Red Maple
25
50
$40
$68

100
$115

SUGAR MAPLE: Brilliant fall colors tuning yellow, orange, and
red. Seldom severely damaged by deer. Grows 60’-75’ high with a
45’ spread. Sap is used to make Maple syrup.
Size
2-3’
Price

1
$5

5
$23

10
$35

2-3’ Sugar Maple
25
50
$72
$130

100
$220

DAWN REDWOOD: Lovely as an ornamental and distinctive as a
privacy screen. They lose their feathery soft light green needles
after they turn to a coppery brown in the fall. They have an
exposed red brown bark throughout the winter. Fast grower.
Resistant to pests and diseases. Perform in moist well drained
soils. Hardy in zones 4-8.
Size
2’+
Price

2’ + Dawn Redwood
5
10
25
$23
$39
$86

1
$6

50
$148

WHITE (PAPER) BIRCH: Fast growing tree up to 70 feet with
lustrous dark green leaves that turn yellow in the Fall. Striking
white bark which peels into paper-like layers. Zones 2-7.

2-3’
Price

1
$6

5
$23

10
$39

2-3’ White Birch
25
50
$86
$148

100
$246

WHITE OAK: One of the more important timber trees of the
eastern United States. It is 60 to 150 feet tall, with pale-gray,
shallowly fissured, scaly bark. The glossy, bright green leaves,
about 9 inches long and narrow toward the base, are divided
almost to the midrib into seven or nine lobes; they turn wine red in
autumn.
Size
2-3’
Price

1
$5

5
$23

10
$35

2-3’ White Oak
25
50
$72
$130

100
$220

GINKGO: Ginkgo makes a beautiful shade tree. Its fall foliage is a
wonderful butternut yellow and tends to drop all at once within 48
hours when the time comes in fall. The ginkgo grows rather slowly
and can reach a height of 10 to 15 feet over ten years. Some
specimens claim to be over 2500 years old and have reached a
height of 100 feet. The ginkgo is free of pests and air pollutant
tolerable, making it an excellent tree for public areas. The tree
transplants easily.
Size
2-3’
Price

1
$5

5
$23

10
$35

2-3’ Ginkgo
25
50
$72
$130

100
$220

Wildlife Shrubs
INDIAN CURRANT (SNOWBERRY) 2-3’ : Hardy and fast
growing. Often used to control soil erosion along riverbanks and
highways. Fruit will hold well into winter. It produces small but
pretty flowers. Bloom is mid-summer. Colors are pink, white and
near white. Nectar is a favorite of the Ruby-throated
hummingbird. The fruit is popular with turkey, ruffed grouse,
bobwhite, pheasant, robins, and grosbeak. Indian Currant is also
attractive to bees and butterflies. Grows well in both dry, rocky soil
and moist, rich soil. Tolerates both sun and shade. 2-5 ft
Size
1-2’ Indian Currant
1-2’
1
5
10
25
Price
$7
$30
$55
$125
BLACK ELDERBERRY: Other common names American elder,
sweet elderberry and blackberry elder. They reach a mature height
of 12’ and prefers most, fertile soils. They have white fragrant
flowers and the berries are small, purple-black color and have a
pleasant taste. The juice is often used for making wines and jellies.
Size
2-3’
Price

1
$5

5
$23

2-3’ Black Elderberry
10
25
50
$35
$72
$130

100
$220

RED OSIER DOGWOOD: Grows on low wet ground and stream
banks. Fast growing, beautiful deep red bark, good wildlife food
and cover. Excellent soil stabilization.
Size
1-2’
Price

5
$9

1-2’ Red Osier Dogwood
10
25
50
$15
$32
$55

100
$92

ROSE OF SHARON: Prefers full sun & moist to well drained fertile
soils. Provides nectar for hummingbirds and orioles. It flowers in
late summer to fall when few other shrubs are in bloom. Most
varieties grow to 8 to 12 feet.
Size
2-3’
Price

5
$9

10
$15

2-3’ Rose of Sharon
25
50
$32
$55

BUTTERFLY BUSH: A favorite shrub of many gardeners because
of its colorful flowers and ability to attract a variety of beneficial
insects. As the name implies, the shrub is particularly attractive to
butterflies. This fast-growing, deciduous shrub with long, arching
shoots at its northern limits the shrubs dies back to the ground in
the winter and will quickly regrow in the spring to provide plenty of
flowers starting in July.

100
$92

5
$9

10
$15

Butterfly Bush
25
$32

50
$55

100
$92

ROSA RUGOSA (Hedge rose). Green Leaves turn orange in fall.
Excellent hedge plant. Fragrant flowers (pink, white, purple) from
June – August. Tolerates less fertile soils. Provides red hips as
wildlife food. Zones 3-8.
2-3’
Price

2-3’ Rosa Rugosa
10
25
50
$15
$32
$55

5
$9

100
$92

LILAC: Fast growing, reaching a height of over 15’. Makes an
effective screen in 3-4 years when planted 6-8’ apart. Requires
well-drained, silty, clayed or loamy soils. Does not tolerate wet
soils. Needs full sun to bloom. Drought resistant. Large fragrant
flowers in mid-Spring after leaves appear. Can be trimmed into
hedge. Long lived. Zones 3-7.
Size
1-2’
Price

5
$9

10
$15

1-2’ Lilac
25
$32

50
$55

100
$92

WINTERBERRY: Matures to 24 ft. tall and 10-12 ft wide.Grows in
wet areas near swamps, ponds, or wet woods. Prefers rich, acidic
soils. Hardy. Can tolerate partial shade, but will produce more
fruit if planted in full sun. The fruit is eaten by the black duck,
bobwhite, mockingbird, catbird, and many others.
Size
1-2’
Price

1
$4

5
$18

1-2’ Winterberry
10
25
50
$35
$72
$130

100
$220

MIDWEST CRABAPPLE: Medium-sized tree growing to 20 feet.
Extremely hardy and disease resistant. The small apples are only
1/4 to 1/2 inch in diameter. The persistent fruit makes excellent
wildlife food throughout the fall and winter. The white blossoms are
especially attractive during the spring. Crabapple is good for single
row windbreaks where a shorter tree is needed. Avoid planting
close to red cedar or juniper to reduce the potential for cedar-apple
rust.
Size
2-3’
Price

1
$9

2-3’ Midwest Crabapple
5
10
$43
$80

25
$188

SWEETSHRUB --Hardy, North American shrub. Deep maroon,
sweetly fragrant flowers in late spring. Grows to 7 ft tall and 10 ft
wide. Prefers full sun or light shade and rich, evenly moist, garden
loam. Cold hardy to Zone 5.Deer resistant.
w
Size
2-3’ Sweetshrub
2-3’
1
5
10
25
Price
$7
$30
$55
$125

Fruit Trees

Saskatoon Serviceberry
(Superfruit)

Size for all fruit trees is 4 - 6 ft
Apple Trees
Apple trees require cross pollination, so choose at least 2 different
kinds unless adding to an established orchard.

Certain fruits offer such a high amount of
antioxidants, and disease-fighting abilities, they’ve
earned the name superfruit for their superior level of
health benefits.They grow to a height of 10-20’. It is a
native to North America and adaptable to most soil
types, but its favorite soil is a rich loamy mix. They
will grow in just about any kind of soil as long as
good drainage is provided. Fruit is dark purple and is
often used in pies, jellies, wines and cider.

Royal Court ~ Gale Gala ~ Wealthy~Whitney Crab
(1 tree) $19
(2 trees) $37
(3 trees) $51
(4 trees) $66
ROYAL COURT is an improved strain coloring to a
solid blush. This selection has been cropped by
many growers in the Northeast and is considered the
superior Cortland strain.
GALE GALA is the "one -pick" Gala strain - the
highest coloring Gala sport currently on the market!
The Gale Gala is an early blooming apple and will
pollinate all other early blooming apples as well as
mid-season bloomers. Gala apples are in the top
three favorite apples consumed in the United States.
WEALTHY: A fine eating and cooking apple with a
distinctive flavor. The skin color is mostly red. The
tree is hardy and bears precociously. Wealthy is a
popular choice for an early fall apple.
WHITNEY CRABAPPLE: Large, yellow crabapples
striped with red. They ripen Aug. -Sept. Exceptional
hardiness makes them excellent for short-season
plantings. Excellent dessert apple. Cross-pollinates
with other apple varieties. Zones 3-8. Famous for
its fruit size!

Red Haven Peach
A blue-ribbon, all-purpose peach. Luscious, topquality fruit is great as a fresh snack or for
canning and freezing. Enjoy bushels of large
peaches with almost fuzzless skin over firm,
creamy textured yellow flesh. Tree is heavy-bearing and easy to
grow and maintain. Blooms late to avoid spring frosts. Branches
have a spreading nature. Disease-resistant to leaf spot. Freestone.
Originates from South Haven, Michigan. Ripens in late July. Selfpollinating.
Size
Red Haven Peach Packet
4-6’
Pkt #1- 1 trees – 1 Red Haven Peach
$19
Tall
Pkt #2 - 2 trees – 2 Red Haven Peach
$36

Plum Trees
BLUEBYRD: Excellent European type plum for home
garden use. The fruit is blue with amber flesh, medium to
large in size with excellent flavor and high sugar content.
The tree is vigorous, productive and needs a pollinator.
Zones 5-7.
ITALIAN PRUNE: Also called a European prune
or European plum tree, is a stone fruit tree that
grows in hardiness zones 4-9. The tree grows up
to 25 feet tall with a low, dense canopy. It flowers
in early spring with plums ready to harvest in June through August.
European plum trees are self-pollinating
Size
4-6’
Tall

Plum Tree Packets
Pkt #1- 2 trees – 2 Plum Trees
Pkt #2 - 4 trees – 4 Plum Trees

$36
$66

Size
2-3’
Price

1
$5

5
$23

2-3’ Saskatoon Serviceberry
10
25
50
$35
$72
$130

100
$220

Blueberries
1 yr. Plants
PATRIOT BLUEBERRIES: Early season. Produces
large, firm fruit. Grows upright - good ornamental
bush. (zone 3-7)
NORTHLAND BLUEBERRIES: Early Season.
Medium size fruit is firm. Plant has a low spreading
habit. (zone 3-7)

1 yr
Price

1
$9

Blueberry Plants 1 year
2
3
4
$17
$24
$30

5
$35

Jersey Giant Asparagus
2 year Old Roots
'Jersey Giant' variety is an all male hybrid
that is highly productive and very
vigorous.Best for high yield, fine flavor and
the largest succulent spears. Resists
fusarium wilt, crown rot and rust. This is one
of the most popular varieties grown by home
gardeners and for commercial planting. This variety is very
adaptable and gives excellent yields. It has high disease tolerance.
'Jersey Giant' is the most winter hardy of all the Jersey Hybrids
and it is widely adapted to temperate and cool climates. 'Jersey
Giant' prefers well worked organic soils. Grows well throughout the
Midwest. COMES IN GROUPS OF 6, WHEN ORDERING IF YOU
WANT SIX THEN PUT 1 ON THE ORDER FORM. IF YOU
ORDER 6 YOU WILL GET 36 PLANTS!
2 Year Old Jersey Giant Asparagus
6 Asparagus Plants

$8.50

12 Asparagus Plants

$14.00

Other Items for Sale:
5’ Tree Tubes- (1) $4.50- (3) $12.00 (5) $16.00
Protect your newly planted trees from wildlife and wind damage.
Fertilizer Tablets- $0.30 each
Boost Roots and Reduces Transplant Shock
. Slow release- lasts for up to 2 years.

Orchard Starter - Fruit & Nut Tree Tablets (28-8-4)
Plant & Tree Starter Tablets (20-10-5)
Plantskyyd- $24.95 for Powder & Granules
$22.95 for Pre-mix Liquid
Natural repellant to keep deer, rabbits, and other critters from eating your plants/trees.
Available in wettable powder, pre-mixed spray, or granules.

Mix or Match Dianthus & Daylilies
(I researched prices online for comparison and prices
ranged from $9.50 – $13.50 each)

1 for $5 ~ 3 for $14 ~ 5 for $20
Ruby Sparkles Dianthus: This eye catching red
Dianthus produces large 1-2”, magenta red blossoms
with a well-defined, deep ruby eye and deeply
serrated petals. Their spicy fragrance is intoxicating!
The colorful flowers blanket the tightly compact clump
of grey-green foliage in early summer and early fall.
Fire and Ice Dianthus: This petite new selection
produces a shower of cheerful, raspberry colored, 11½” round blossoms with tiny light pink spots and a
sharply precise, white picotee edge on each petal.
Unlike many Dianthus, this one has nearly smooth
edged petals and its contrasting colors really make it
pop. You’ll love its sweet fragrance too! Grey-green
foliage forms a short, dense, compact, rounded clump that is the
perfect size for edging.
Raspberry Suede Daylily: Aptly named, the
unusually smooth, velvety texture of this daylily is very
much like suede. The large 5" flowers are a unique
shade of rich raspberry red like raspberry syrup and
they are quite sunfast for such a dark color. They
display a pie crust edge, diamond dusted petals, and
small chartreuse throat. Two or three way branched scapes carry
20 or more buds apiece in midseason.
Bright Sunset Daylily: 6", highly fragrant flowers the
color of a tropical sunset: burnt coppery-orange with a
golden orange band and small, deep green throat.
Petals have prominent gold midribs and tightly ruffled
edges; sepals have smooth, gold edges. Vigorous
grower with healthy dark green foliage. blooms in
midsummer . Extended bloom--flowers last at least 16 hrs. each.
Big Time Happy Daylily: Boasts 4” wide flowers.
Slightly ruffled petals open flat to display the rich
yellow color, and blooms from early summer to frost.

HOSTA
Hosta 'Rhino Hide' is as thick and corrugated as
a....rhino hide. This gives it more slug resistance.
Makes a compact 20" tall x 30" wide clump of
incredibly cupped and corrugated blue foliage,
highlighted by a dramatic golden central pattern that
ages to cream. The clumps are topped with 2' tall
spikes of white flowers in late spring. Hosta 'Rhino Hide' will take a
few years to mature.

Price

HOSTA ‘RHINO HIDE’
1
2
$9
$17

4
$30

2017

All orders are subject to availability and may be substituted if item is out of stock with an equal product of same value.

Orders need to be picked up at the Ogemaw County Fairgrounds on April 22, 2017 from 9-2:30.
Ogemaw CD does not guarantee survival of planting stock. Liability ceases upon distribution.

Ogemaw Conservation District Board:
Jim Bristol, Tony Rosebrugh, Terry Fritz,
Todd Johnson & Gus Chutorash

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTION OF DIRECTORS
OGEMAW CONSERVATION DISTRICT

To all residents of the Ogemaw Conservation District, notice is hereby given that
on the 27th day of March 2017 between the hours of 6:00pm and 7:30pm, at the Holy
Family Parish Hall, 402 West Peters Road, West Branch, (Klacking Township) an annual
meeting and director’s election will be held. On the 10th day of February 2017, being fortyfive (45) days prior to the date of the annual meeting, absentee ballots are available for
voting in this election by writing to or calling the Conservation District Office located at
240 W. Wright St., West Branch, MI 48661, 989-343-0923 during the regular business
hours of the District which are between the hours of Monday, Tuesday & Thursday
8:00am-4:30pm. Residents are individuals of legal age who can demonstrate residency in
the Conservation District via one (1) piece of identification.

Make Checks payable to: Ogemaw CD - 240 West Wright Street , West Branch, MI 48661
Or Call 989-345-5470 ext. 5 - email ogemawcd@gmail.com

Expiration Date_______________ Three Digit Code on back of Card_______________

Credit Card #______________________________________________ Visa_______ Mastercard________

State_____ Zip__________________ Alternate Phone__________________________________________

Name_____________________________________________ Phone _______________________________
Mailing
Address________________________________________________ City
____________________________

Total
CHECK # _______

CASH______

Donation

6% Sales Tax

All donations go to promote conservation education
programs.

15

14

13

12

11

10

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1

Description

Subtotal

Quantity

Price

NOTE: “It is unlawful for these trees, shrubs and other plants to be resold with the roots attached, in accordance with

Conservation on the Farm
By: Amanda Brown, MAEAP Technician
The Michigan agriculture sector is one of the most diverse in the
country and the farmers here put in a lot of time, money and hard
work to produce quality goods for your families. Today’s society is
becoming quicker on judging the integrity and sustainability of
farms nowadays with media and big business taking the reins.
Nevertheless, the responsibilities of the modern day farmer aren’t
something to look past. One of those responsibilities includes
caring for the environment, especially soil and water.
We are blessed here in Michigan to be surrounded by an
abundance of fresh water sources and productive soil to grow our
crops. You can rest assured that many farms in Michigan are doing
their part on sustaining these resources for generations to come.
After all, most farms are in fact family farms, so most likely a
younger heir will be inheriting the farm at some point.
As a technician for the Michigan Agriculture Environmental
Assurance Program here in Ogemaw and surrounding counties, I’d
like to walk you through some of the positive things the farmers in
the area are doing to help protect our natural resources, primarily
soil and water.
• Minimal/Conservation Tillage: Farmers work their land when
they NEED to and leave it alone when they don’t. Tillage is
necessary in between certain crops because it helps to break
apart compaction, prepare the seed bed and minimize weed
pressure. When they can no-till in a crop, they tend to do so.
This helps keep the soil in the field where it belongs, rather
than suspended in the air or in water bodies.
• Cover Crops: Cover crops are generally planted to keep the
soil covered in between fall harvest and spring planting, and
also along with other crops to supplement nutrients and build
healthy soils. Keeping the soil covered with a healthy root
reserve maintains soil structure and can provide nutrients to cut
down on commercial inputs.
• Soil Testing: Many farms regularly sample their fields for
nutrients, so they know what they need to put into a crop and
what they don’t. Farms that spread manure will be able to tell
which fields need manure and which fields don’t, since dairies
use their manure for nutrients instead of commercial products,
for the most part. Since grid soil sampling has come out,
farmers can adjust their application rates based on individual
areas of the fields based mainly on soil type. Maintaining a
productive and healthy soil is key!
• Buffer/Filter Strips and Grassed Waterways: If a farmer has
water resources within or adjacent to a particular field, they will
take this into account and maintain the proper buffers. Farmers
also install filter strips, which usually consist of grass mixtures
to uptake any nutrients and trap any soil that might erode from
the edges of the field to keep it out of surface water.

•

•

Grassed waterways are usually placed in the low lying areas of
fields that have higher slopes. These also help prevent erosion
and trap any nutrients and sediment that could runoff in the
event of a heavy rain
Nutrient/Manure Management: Many farms in the area have
a crop advisor that helps them write up an annual nutrient
management plan based on soil tests and crops grown, or a
technical provider to write them a Comprehensive Nutrient
Management Plan (CNMP). Many dairy farms in the area have
a CNMP, which helps to address manure production and
utilization for the crops grown, as well as proving strategies to
minimize any resource concerns.
Fuel, Fertilizer and Pesticide Containment Facilities:
Farmers are really starting to consider safer ways to store
these products, not only to protect the environment from any
accidental spills, but to provide themselves and their
employees a safer place to mix and load chemicals and/or
fertilizers and fuel up their equipment. Accidents happen, but
providing more secure facilities benefits everyone, especially if
the farm has children or grandchildren running around or water
nearby that could be impacted.

Natural Resources Conservation Service Technical Assistance
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is a technical agency within the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA).
NRCS has volunteer programs to assist landowners with property goals. NRCS has an ‘alphabet soup’ full of different programs
available to YOU!
Not sure where to focus your efforts? Exchange information with our resource staff and schedule an appointment today! NRCS provides
technical information, assistance with identifying and mitigating resource concerns, creates aerial and soil maps, develops conservation
plans and offers opportunities to defer expenses, just name a few.
In many cases, NRCS can offer partial financial assistance toward the implementation of your conservation plan and new conservation
measures. NRCS provides a portion of the cost for installation or implementation of conservation practices through potential program
payments.
Soil tests are an inexpensive investment with a highly beneficial impact. Yes ‘YOU’ will benefit from a soil test, whether you grow a small
backyard garden or you farm thousands of acres. Improve your soil health by the following: disturb the soil as little as possible, grow as
many different species of plants through rotations and a diverse mixture or cover crops, plant cover crops around harvest to keep living
roots growing in the soils for as much of the year as possible, and keep the soil surface covered with residue year round. Remember, soil
tests are a critical elements when managing soil health. This investment will also ‘grow’ your bank account if managed correctly.
Thinking of trying something new but not totally committed yet? Let us chat! Cover Crops not only create a healthy soil and provide cover
during critical months, but cover crops could provide much more. For example establishing and managing multiple species cover crops
to NRCS standards and specifications have a payment reimbursable rate of $73.45 per acre.
Conservation practices such as filterstrips are areas of herbaceous vegetation that remove contaminants from overland flow. If
established and managed to NRCS standards and specification, they could have a financial reimbursement between $125.00 and
$500.00 dollars per acre.
On-Farm Secondary Containment Facility (known as fuel storage and/or fuel pad) practice standard assist with local/state/environmental
laws and regulations. This practice includes containment, storage and fueling pad. Contact office staff for details and custom designs.
The following are two different example: A) double wall tank, combined GREATER than 3300 gallons with fueling pad = $2.57 per gallon
and B) double wall tank, combined 3300 gallons or LESS, with fueling pad = $2.92 per gallon.
Take a close look at your fertilizer and chemical storage, are these areas suitable? NRCS recognizes environmental safe and secure
areas to store both fertilizers and chemicals, which could offer opportunities to defer expenses and provide storage buildings installed to
NRCS standards and specifications. This Agrichemical Handling Facility could include fertilizer storage, chemical storage, and
mixing/loading areas to name a few. This conservation practice includes several different scenarios and custom designs are obtainable.
One example pertains to Dry Bulk Fertilizer Storage including handling pad could be reimbursed at a rate of $13.94 per square feet.
Learn how to manage woodlots to a desired potential. Hey it is tax season, are you looking for a tax return? Some partner programs
could offer tax breaks through agency programs (talk to our resource staff for details). Develop a Forest Management Plan for your
property. NRCS values this practice for property owners to manage their land and resources. Don’t stress over locating a qualified plan
writer, staff will provide landowners with a list of Technical Service Providers qualified to develop plans and specialize in the area of your
concern. These management plans are customized to address your individual property goals and objectives.
Developing Forest Management Plans financial contribution is the following: $1024.00 plus dollars for less than 20 acres for forested
land. If you own between 21 acres and 100 acres of forestland you could receive $1294.00. If your forestland is between 101 acres and
250 acres the amount is more than $2318.00 and the list continues based on the acres of forestland. Contact staff for details or get your
informational packet at the USDA office today.
Future educational events may focus on local agricultural farm tours, forestry field days and improvements for wildlife habitat. If you
have specific interest please contact us with your ideas and suggestions. When you are ready to learn more about conservation
practices for your property please contact staff at NRCS 240 W Wright, West Branch, MI 48661; Phone number: (989)726-3409 or
Ogemaw/Oscoda Conservation District (989)826-8824.

Conservation Client Gateway
(Conservation Assistance Just a Click Away)
Lisa Johnson, USDA-NRCS, Farm Bill Specialist
Recently, NRCS launched a website that provides a secure
alternative to coming to a Field Office during office hours specified in
order to conduct business. What could require numerous trips to request
information or sign documents, is now able to be done right from home at
any hour that is convenient for you the client all with a few clicks on the
computer.
We have all heard that time is money and this is an option to
save our clients time so they can continue to work on their agricultural
projects, farms, etc. and not have to stop and come to a Service Center.
This means that if you check your email in the evening, you would be able
to also log into Client Gateway and conduct business with the USDANRCS office.
This does not mean we do not wish to see you in our offices, it is
just an alternative method to conduct business that is a convenience to
our customers. You can be signed up in Conservation Client Gateway
and still come to the Field Office to conduct business. If you are
interested in signing up for this free service, please stop in at your local
Field Office (240 West Wright Street, West Branch) and ask for
information.
At this time, those who operate as a business entity, can access
the system but will not see any of the business records as this function is
not yet available. They would be able to see their individual information
but not the business records. This update is currently planned for Spring
2017.
With Conservation Client Gateway (CCG) you can:
• Request conservation technical assistance
• Apply for financial assistance through the Farm Bill’s
conservation programs.
• Review and sign conservation plans and other documents
• Document completed practices and request practice certification
• Request and track payments for completed contract items
• Store and retrieve your conservation files, including documents
and photographs.
Where to find Conservation Client Gateway:
www.nrcs.usda.gov/clientgateway
You can also contact the Help Desk at 970-372-4200 to request help or
report a problem 7 days a week, 24 hours a day. Additionally, help can
be requested or an issue can be reported by email to the Client Gateway
help Desk at nrcsprod@midatl.service-now.com and a trouble ticket will
be submitted for you.

USDA Rural Development provides low income housing and
repair loans.
We are committed to helping improve the economy and quality of life in
rural America. Through our programs, we help rural Americans in many
ways. We offer loans, grants and loan guarantees to support essential
services such as housing, economic development, health care, first
responder services and equipment, and water, electric and
communications infrastructure.
We promote economic development by supporting loans to businesses
through banks, credit unions and community-managed lending pools. We
offer technical assistance and information to help agricultural producers
and cooperatives get started and improve the effectiveness of their
operations.
We provide technical assistance to help communities undertake
community empowerment programs. We help rural residents buy or rent
safe, affordable housing and make health and safety repairs to their
homes. The USDA Rural Development Sub-Area Office in West Branch
services 8 counties in Mid-Michigan: Arenac, Clare, Gladwin, Iosco,
Isabella, Midland, Ogemaw and Roscommon.
The federal government agency funds home loans to very low and low
income families. The Home Loan Program is for households that do not
currently own a home and who would not be able to afford 100% bank
financing. Income ceilings vary by county and family size. Payments are
subsidized based on household income. Home Loan Program payments
usually run in the $300-$800 range.
The Repair Loan Program is for very low income households that own a
home in desperate need of repair for which the homeowners are unable
to afford bank financing. Income ceilings vary by county and family size
for the Repair Loan Program as well.
Last fiscal year the West Branch office helped over 60 families with home
purchases, new construction and home repair projects.
More information is available by contacting Rural Development, 240 W.
Wright Street, West Branch at (989) 345-5470 extension 4.
Bryce Paulsen, Loan Assistant
Jamie Rhine, Loan Technician

Ogemaw and Oscoda Conservation District Welcomes New Forester Kelly Sinnaeve
Kelly will be serving both Ogemaw and Oscoda Counties as the new Forestry Assistance Program (FAP) Forester.
Here’s a little introduction from Kelly herself:
I grew up in Troy, MI. I graduated from Michigan State University in 2016 with a degree in Forestry. I was a member
of the MSU Forestry Club which provided me with a lot of neat experiences. My first forestry related job was in
Milwaukee, WI where I worked as an urban forestry intern. The following summer I worked for the Forest Service in
Cody, WY. I was on the timber crew and spent most of my days working outside or exploring the National Parks
nearby. Most recently, I worked for the Forest Service as a member of the timber crew in a program called TEAMS
Enterprise. I traveled throughout Arizona and New Mexico marking trees for a timber sale. My hobbies include
hiking, fishing, and swimming.

