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Join us March 26th for our
Annual Meeting & Pancake Dinner 

6:00 p.m. Dinner • 6:45 p.m. Meeting
Featuring a trip to Finland by Tony Rosebrugh 

Elaine Bristol & Roy Smith refl ect on Ashland, Kansas

SPRING TREE SALE 
APRIL 21, 2018

OGEMAW COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
9:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.

ORDER DEADLINE MARCH 29, 2018
240 West Wright Street
West Branch, MI 48661

989-345-5470 (ext. 5) or 989-884-1354
ogemawcd@gmail.com ~ www.ogemawcd.org

Annual Report
and 

Tree Sale

Free 
to the public 

please RSVP  
989-345-5470 

(ext. 5)
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Greg Morris
“Put Experience to Work for You”

Associate Broker
Accredited Buyers Representative

e-PRO Internet Professionals

Direct: 989-329-4396
Fax: 989-345-7657

Home: 989-345-3257
Greg@MrreHomes.com

Do you own 40 acres or more of land? Would you like extra fi nancial assistance in paying property taxes or other costs? 
Sick of deer eating your trees, crops or yard plants?

Enrolling your property in the Hunting Access Program (HAP) can help!

 Property owners who enroll their property in the Hunting Access Pro-
gram (HAP) will receive annual payments, up to $25/acre for a food plot 
and $15/acre for other habitat, dependent upon habitat quality and species 
available to hunt. Bonuses may be available if the landowner is involved 
in a Farm Bill program. The landowner decides which seasons and spe-
cies are open to hunting, and can even choose to allow youth and appren-
tice hunting only. They can also make stipulations on dates or times when 
hunters are not permitted to be on the property for a small deduction in 
payment. The best part? Under state statute Public Act 451, the landowner 
is free from liability for any injuries on their land. The hunters must sign 
in and out of a book left at a check station that is monitored by the Conser-
vation District staff. Property owners can also set up a mandatory check-in 
with them as well. All hunting disputes are resolved by the Department of 
Natural Resources, not the landowner or the Conservation District. Lands 
are to be opened up to hunting ONLY. No other recreational activities are 
permitted (fi shing, ORVs, camping, etc.). 
 HAP has successfully provided hunting rights to the public on private 
lands throughout most of Southern Michigan since 1977. The program has 
recently been introduced into Northern Michigan with the goal of increas-
ing hunting opportunities for those without land to do so while bringing 
positive economic impacts to the landowners and local communities. The 
ratio of public to private property in Northern Michigan is high; however, 
there are still large amounts of privately owned high-quality hunting land 
that aren’t being taken advantage of. There is also a high demand for deer 

density control in Northeast Michigan to help mitigate the risks of Bovine 
Tuberculosis (TB) transmission as well as control crop damage. 
 HAP is delivered through the Ogemaw and Oscoda Conservation Dis-
tricts through a small grant from the Department of Natural Resources. 
The Conservation District is the primary local contact for enrolling proper-
ties in the program due to increased familiarity with the communities they 
live in. The staff is responsible for maintaining the sign-in areas, posting 
signs on enrolled lands, and promotion of the program.

www.michigan.gov/hap

For more information or to sign up,
call the Conservation District at 989-345-5470 (ext. 5) or 989-826-8824.

Open for PUBLIC HUNTING
Hunting Access Program

Hunt types and
seasons may vary.
Details available at 
Farm Headquarters

WEST BRANCH — Recognizing the 
Diehl Family Farm’s efforts to be a good 
steward of the land, the Ogemaw Conser-
vation District chose the farm as this year’s 
Conservationist of the Year.

While the family won the award for their 
hard work and farming approach, Ron 
Diehl said it’s partly out of necessity that 
the farm uses the approach it does when 
working the land.

“We are getting paid the same today as 
we were back in 1984,” Ron said. “We 
have to get everything we can out of the 
land in order to stay competitive. I remem-
ber when I fi rst started, my fi rst check was 
$12.75 per hundred. We were just paid $14 
per hundred.”

As a smaller family operation, Ron said 
stretching the dollar is the only way to 
survive.

“We have to do a better job with the land, 
that is where it starts,” he said. “The less 
feed we have to buy the better off we are. I 
think that is the thing that has really helped 
farmers. They get more out of their land.”

Ron said if farmers were still producing 
what they had been in 1984, they simply 
couldn’t be competitive in today’s market.

According to the Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics, $100 in 1984 has the same buying 
power as more than $240 today. However, 

farmers today have only yielded approx-
imately $1 per hundredweight more than 
they did 34 years ago, while minimum 
wage has increased nearly $6 per hour 
during the same time frame.

Another key to success for the farm is 
that it has grown its operation from the 20 
head it had in 1984 when Ron purchased 
the farm from his father to the 165 head of 
cattle it currently milks today.

“We grew a certain amount every year,” 
Ron said. “You have to. You grow or die.”

The farm has also been on a slow, steady 
growth to the 160 acres the family currently 
owns and the additional 111 acres it leases.

“Everything we grow is for feed,” Ron 
said. “We don’t sell anything.”

It is a labor of love for the Diehls to keep 
the farm running and growing despite the 
challenge the market presents. But it isn’t 

all doom and gloom, Ron said.
“We enjoy dairy farming,” Ron said. 

“Being our own boss is helpful. It is all I 
have ever done.”

Ron battled illness for several years, and 
had it not been for the farm and fl exibility 
in his schedule he wouldn’t have been able 
to seek treatments like he did.

“Farming has treated me really well as 
a person,” he said. “I fought cancer. What 
other job can you take off — I was getting 
treatments for eight years, fl ying back and 
forth to Texas for years.”

Ron said farming was also a great 
environment for him to grow up in and for 
him and his wife Lisa to raise their three 
children.

“Growing up on a farm is the best envi-
ronment for kids; it instills values,” he said. 

But they might disagree with me,” he 
laughed, speaking of his kids.

His daughter Josie agreed with Ron. She 
said it was a great environment to grow up 
in, especially the community the farm is 
located in.

The Diehl Family Farm is located on 
State Road just east of Petit Road, in one 
of several communities of heritage family 
farms in Ogemaw County.

The family said the neighbors in the 
community, while being in competition 
with one another, are also extremely sup-
portive and make the struggles of the job 
worthwhile.

Diehl Family Farm selected as 
Conservationist of the Year
By Scott Nunn
scottnunn@ogemawherald.com
989-387-9034

Ron’s great-great-grandfather Steve Grenier and unidentifi ed family members 
pose for a photo at the family farm, which according to tax rolls dates back to 
the early 1900s. 
COURTESY PHOTO

Pictured are Lisa, Ron, Josie and Brandon Diehl and Jorie Reder.
COURTESY PHOTO
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MI Agriculture Environmental 
Assurance Program 

Information & Program Updates
The Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program (MAEAP) has some additional 
financial incentives for Fiscal Year 2018. My hope is to bring more farmers into the program 
and have them better understand it, as well feel comfortable with me as your local technician 
and resource. Keep in mind that the program is still completely voluntary, confidential and 
non-regulatory and these extra funds will simply provide more incentive.  
Whether you’re already MAEAP verified in one system or you haven’t even had the tech-
nician out to your farm yet, I encourage you to take advantage of this opportunity to let me 
know what your farm needs. I will have cost-share money available for various practices to 
be installed as well as payments to either complete an assessment or achieve verification 
in at least one system, or both.  Some examples of what you could receive payment/cost-
share for:
• Soil Samples • Water Samples • Fuel Pad • Spill Kit
• Backflow Preventers • Filter Strips • MORE!

WEST BRANCH AUTOMOTIVE
ROSE CITY AUTOMOTIVE

623 W. Houghton Ave.
West Branch, MI
989-345-0996

121 E. Main 
Rose City, MI

989-685-2417
Greg Phillips
Owner/President

Stop in for our Annual Farm and Fleet Sale 
March 8th - 10th

Ogemaw Conservation District

Profit & Loss
October 2016 through September 2017

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING  
AND ELECTION OF DIRECTORS 

OGEMAW CONSERVATION DISTRICT
 To all residents of the Ogemaw Conservation District, notice is here-
by given that on the 26th day of March 2018 between the hours of 
6:00 pm and 7:30 pm, at the Holy Family Parish Hall, 402 W. Peters 
Rd., West Branch (Klacking Township), an annual meeting and direc-
tors’ election will be held.  On the 9th day of February 2018, being 
forty-five (45) days prior to the date of the annual meeting, absentee 
ballots are available for voting in this election by writing to or calling 
the Conservation District Office located at 240 W. Wright St., West 
Branch, MI 48661, 989-343-0923 during the regular business hours 
of the District, which are between the hours of Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 pm. Residents are individuals of legal age 
who can demonstrate reside.ncy in the Conservation District via one 
(1) piece of identification.

Congratulations to the farms 
MAEAP Verified in 2017:
· Porath Farms – Farmstead, Cropping 

and   Livestock
· Equus Unlimited, LLC – Farmstead, 

Cropping and Livestock
· Old Barn Farm – Cropping and Livestock

· Iosco CD Ingall’s Forest – Forest, 
Wetlands and Habitat

· Beebe Farms – Cropping
· Wangler & Sons Farms – Cropping
· Stoney Acres – Forest, Wetlands 

and Habitat
· Ratajczak Farms – Cropping

· Whispering Leaf Farms – Farmstead, Crop-
ping and Livestock

TOTAL VERIFICATIONS: 16

Complete Risk Assessment per System 
(Farmstead, Cropping, Livestock, 

Forestry):
$25 Reimbursement

Complete Verification/System:
$50 Reimbursement

Thank you for your time and consideration. I look forward to your input and hope to visit 
with you soon! For more information on cost-share incentives or to learn more about the 
program, feel free to contact me.
Amanda Turner
Serving Arenac, Iosco, Ogemaw, Oscoda and Roscommon Counties
989-726-3413 • amanda.turner@macd.org

How to Collect Samples:
1) Fill out the water Sample Information Sheet. (Available online at www.ogemawcd.org or available to fill out at 

the screening event.) Filling it out beforehand speeds the process up during drop-off.
2) Collect samples just before getting them to the sample drop-off. Samples must be less than 48 hours old for 

valid results. Any small clean jar with a lid capable of holding one ounce of water is sufficient.
3) Pick a tap that supplies water that has not run through any treatment device (water softener, carbon filter).  

An outdoor faucet often works well.
4) Run the water for 10 minutes before collecting the sample. This will give the pump time to flush the water 

pressure tank and plumbing so you can collect a valid sample. Do not sample through a hose. Rinse the sam-
ple bottle and lid thoroughly in the water to be sampled; then fill and cap the bottle.

5) If sampling more than one well, label the bottle clearly so the samples can be distinguished.
6) Keep the sample cold until it is dropped off.
For more information, call Amanda at 989-726-3413  • Private Household Well Samples Only!

Well Water Screening for Nitrate/Nitrite
Saturday, April 21st, 2018 • 10am-2pm

Ogemaw County Fairgrounds 
During the Spring Tree Sale FREE
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Wangler Logging
For All Your Logging Needs

• Top Prices Paid for Standing Timber • Forestry Management Plans Available • Free Estimates

Jeremy Wangler
989-240-2267 • West Branch

Done With
Horses or Machine

Qualified Forest Program
Are you an absentee landowner looking to save money? The Qualified 

Forest Program (QFP) is a great option. It is a tax break program for 
absentee landowners who actively manage their woodlands for wildlife 
habitat improvement, recreation enhancement and commercial harvest, 
among others. The objective of QFP is to encourage regional economic 
growth through responsible timber harvest and individual savings.  

There are two tax benefits QFP provides. The first is a maximum 18-mill 
reduction of school operating taxes. The second is the prevention of the 
“uncapping” of a property’s tax value when an enrolled parcel changes 
ownership. 

There are several requirements a landowner must meet to enroll in QFP. 
The parcel must be between 20 and 640 acres. Parcels of less than 40 
acres must be 80% stocked with forest capable of producing marketable 
forest products, and properties that are 40 to 640 acres must be 50% 
stocked. The landowner must have a forest management plan (FMP) writ-
ten by a qualified plan writer. 

 The program has the following terms and conditions. Buildings are al-
lowed but not eligible for exemption. The landowner must pay a one-time 
$50 application fee and an annual fee of two mills. There is a recapture 
tax if the land goes through a change of use or is withdrawn from the pro-
gram.  
 There is a fee if the landowner withdraws from QFP. This fee is equal 
to the taxable value of the property multiplied by the number of operating 
mills levied by the school district (minus the 2 mill annual fee) multiplied by 
the number of years the property has been enrolled (not to exceed 7). If a 
timber harvest is not conducted before withdrawal, the fee is higher. If the 
land goes through a change in use, the landowner must file a rescission 
form (obtained from Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Devel-
opment - MDARD) with the register of deeds for the appropriate county. 
 The recapture tax will be equal to the amount of taxes that would have 
been paid had the taxable value not remained capped after the sale of the 
property (not to exceed 10 years).
For further questions please contact the Conservation District at 989-826-
8824 or oscodacd@gmail.com. 

Oak wilt fungal disease
Oak wilt is a fungal disease that affects all types of oaks. It invades the 
water vessels and prevents water transport. It causes the wilting and falling 
of leaves and eventual death. There are multiple ways it can spread. It can 
be vectored by sap feeding beetles that land on an infected tree and pick 
up the fungus on their legs. They then land on open wounds and transfer 
the fungus. Because of this, try to avoid pruning from April through Octo-
ber if possible. If you must prune, seal any cuts properly. Another method 
of transport is through root grafts. If tree roots are connected the fungus 
can move from tree to tree. This is particularly relevant in members of the 
red oak group. Six to twelve months after a red oak dies the fungus will 
produce sporulating mats on the tree. As these mats mature they produce 
structures called “pressure pads” that will push on the bark and cause it to 
split. These mats attract beetles that will feed on the mat and then transfer 
the fungus to fresh wounds on live trees.

The Oscoda Conservation District can 
help remove infected trees. The District 
received a grant from the Forest Service 
aimed at preventing the spread of oak 
wilt. It provides cost-share assistance to 
landowners who are affected by oak wilt. 
All Oscoda County properties and prop-
erties in adjacent counties that are with-
in 5 miles of the National Forest qualify 
for the grant. If there is a suspect tree in 
your yard, the District Forester can col-
lect a sample. The sample will be sent 
to the Plant Diagnosis Lab at MSU. If it 
comes back as testing positive for oak 
wilt, you will be eligible for the cost share 
assistance. The district will pay 75% of 
the cost of the tree removal and the res-
ident will pay 25% upfront. For more in-
formation ,call us at 989-826-8824. 

USDA Rural Development
USDA Rural Development is committed to helping improve the economy 
and quality of life in rural America. Through our programs, we help rural 
Americans in many ways.
We offer loans, grants and loan guarantees to support essential services 
such as housing, economic development, health care, first responder ser-
vices and equipment, and water, electric and communications infrastruc-
ture.
We promote economic development by supporting loans to businesses 
through banks, credit unions and community-managed lending pools. We 
offer technical assistance and information to help agricultural producers 
and cooperatives get started and improve the effectiveness of their oper-
ations.
We provide technical assistance to help communities undertake commu-
nity empowerment programs. We help rural residents buy or rent safe, 
affordable housing and make health and safety repairs to their homes.
The Section 502 Direct Loan Program assists low- and very low-income 
applicants obtain decent, safe and sanitary housing in eligible rural areas 
by providing payment assistance to increase an applicant’s repayment 
ability. Payment assistance is a type of subsidy that reduces the mortgage 
payment for a short time. The amount of assistance is determined by the 
adjusted family income.
The Section 504 Home Repair program provides loans to very low-income 
homeowners to repair, improve or modernize their homes or grants to el-
derly very low-income homeowners to remove health and safety hazards.
The Community Facility Loan and Grant program provides affordable 
funding to develop essential community facilities in rural areas. An es-

sential community facility is defined as a facility that provides an essential 
service to the local community for the orderly development of the commu-
nity in a primarily rural area, and does not include private, commercial or 
business undertakings.
The Water and Environmental Program provides funding for clean and 
reliable drinking water systems, sanitary sewage disposal, sanitary solid 
waste disposal and storm water drainage to households and businesses 
in eligible rural areas.
Business Programs provide financial backing and technical assistance to 
stimulate business creation and growth. The programs work through part-
nerships with public and private community-based organizations and fi-
nancial institutions to provide financial assistance, business development 
and technical assistance to rural businesses. These programs help to 
provide capital, equipment, space, job training and entrepreneurial skills 
that can help to start and/or grow a business.  Business Programs also 
support the creation and preservation of quality jobs in rural areas.
The USDA Rural Development Sub-Area Office in West Branch services 
8 counties in Mid-Michigan:  Arenac, Clare, Gladwin, Iosco, Isabella, Mid-
land, Ogemaw and Roscommon.
In Fiscal Year 2017 the West Branch office helped over 50 families with 
home purchases, new construction and home repair projects; 13 Commu-
nity Facility Projects, 4 Water and Environmental projects and 5 Business 
Projects for a total investment of $31,420,656.
If you would like more information on any of Rural Development’s pro-
grams, please contact our West Branch Office at 240 W. Wright Street, 
West Branch, or by calling 989-345-5470, ext. 4. 
Bryce Paulsen, Loan Assistant
Jamie Rhine, Loan Technician

If you are not aware of the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), 
we are a technical agency within the United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA). NRCS offers voluntary programs with planning assistance, implement-
ing property goals and addressing resource concerns to impact the environment.  
Helping people help the land.
NRCS is typically known for assisting agricultural lands or working with farm-
ers. Farmers are typically conscious of erosion control measures and improving 
water quality. Available NRCS practices for livestock ranges from grazing oppor-
tunities to manure storage structures. Why store manure, one may ask? Storing 
livestock manure allows time for farmers to manage manure properly and save 
money to utilize nutrients at optimal time at appropriate rates.
Farmers and gardeners need the soil healthy. Plants depend on healthy soil. An-
imals and humans require healthy plants. When establishing vegetation on the 
property, use these successful plantings tips: a) evaluate soil conditions, b) re-
view site suitability, c) address intended purpose, d) select native species, e) pre-
pare site, f) use proper planting techniques, and g) control weeds and maintain 
plantings. 
NRCS also offers financial assistance pertaining to forestland.  You may qualify 
to receive partial or even full reimbursement to create a Forest Management Plan. 

Make your forestlands profitable by developing and utilizing Forest Manage-
ment Plans. Having a plan will recommend income opportunities from harvesting 
while addressing natural resource concerns and enhancing wildlife habitat. Talk 
to the NRCS staff regarding programs to assist with the implementation of your 
forestry goals or scheduled forest practices. 
Enjoy the vegetation, economic investments, energy conservation and the envi-
ronmental benefits through controlling erosion, improving water quality, strength-
ening plant health and density, enhancing air quality and creating wildlife habitat.
Remember, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides techni-
cal and financial assistance. NRCS is available to assist landowners with goals 
and objectives for your property. There are several voluntary programs available.  
You can work with NRCS staff to select the best program to address resource 
concerns and program objectives. Request assistance to plan, implement or sus-
tain your management plan. You may inquire about NRCS financial reimburse-
ments.  If you would like additional information you may visit the website: www.
mi.nrcs.usda.gov. For detailed information concerning your land, contact local 
NRCS staff to schedule an appointment. Our office is located at 240 W. Wright 
St., West Branch, MI 48661, or call the office at 989-345-5470, ext. 3.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS)

“Helping People Help the Land”
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